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Pop Up Oxford promotes tourism during winter slump
RASHEL ISHEE
NEWS EDITOR

D

PHOTOS BY: JEANNE TORP

Oxford Special Needs Creations’ booth is set up at the Powerhouse on Saturday as part of Oxford Fiber Arts Festival. The group sews
items for special needs children such as weighted blankets and fidget quilts.

Bailey Fletcher demonstrates Sashiko stitching at the Powerhouse on Friday as part of Oxford Fiber Arts Festival. Among the display
of Fletcher’s work were classic Sashiko designs such as the wave stitch and the rice flower stitch.

uring the first
week of classes,
the Oxford community gathered
to celebrate the city’s rich
culture and local economy
through Pop Up Oxford.
The week’s events included
speakers, exhibits, programs
and lectures that highlighted
the college town’s literary,
musical and cultural heritage.
Katie Kaiser, communications and partnership manager at Visit Oxford said the
plans for Pop Up Oxford
highlighted events that visitors and locals of all ages
and backgrounds would enjoy attending.
“All of (the events) are focused on Oxford’s cultural
scene, which allures every
age and interest group,” said
Katie Kaiser, communications and partnership manager at Visit Oxford.
The week was made up of
new events such as the Cocktails Book Party at Big Bad
Breakfast and older events
like the Fiber Arts Festival.
“The eighth annual Fiber Arts Festival (lasted)
throughout the weekend
and (showcased) local fiber
artists through workshops,
a market and demonstrations,” Kaiser said. “There’s
Square Books author signings, Ole Miss men’s basketball against Alabama, Ford
Center for the Performing

Arts performances, artists
lectures, live music and
more.”
Between football and
baseball season, when there
is normally a dip in tourism,
Pop Up Oxford sought to
bring in visitors and give locals a chance to explore their
city. Kaiser said this timing
is helpful to both attendees
and retailers.
“Our businesses need
some attention during this
winter slump, and these various events compiled into
one week is meant to be exciting and convenient for
all,” Kaiser said.
The
Oxford-Lafayette
County Chamber of Commerce produced a Shop Oxford coupon that was valid
throughout the week of Pop
Up Oxford that included 15
percent off restaurants, boutique shops and other business in town to promote local spending.
Kaiser said the lower hotel
rates, less traffic in town and
shorter waits at restaurants
encouraged tourists to visit
during this time.
“Oxford is becoming more
and more famous for our
great food, local music, literary heritage, sports entertainment and exquisite art,”
Kaiser said. “Being a college town, some parts of the
year are slower than others.
It’s our job at Visit Oxford
to market the town all year
round.”
Kaiser said this year’s

SEE POP UP PAGE 3

Jason Dyer named OPD 2017 Officer of the Year
KENDALL PATTERSON
STAFF WRITER

In 2016, Oxford Police
Department’s Officer Jason Dyer received the Newcomer of the Year Award
following his first year on
the force. Now, just after
completing his second year,
Dyer is being recognized as
2017’s Officer of the Year.
“I was emotional because
every one of these guys work
their butts off every year,
every day,” Dyer said. “I was
fortunate enough to have a

really good year last year.”
Oxford Mayor Robyn Tannehill presented Dyer with
the award on earlier this
month, at an event at the
Jefferson.
Dyer, 38, said he always
wanted to be a police officer.
But before he was an officer,
he worked various other
jobs in order to support his
wife, Heather, and their two
sons, who are 17 and 15.
Dyer worked in manufacturing field for about
five years after graduating
from Pontotoc High School
in 1997, followed by jobs at

Southern Motion Furniture
and the Ashley Furniture
Company.
It wasn’t until finishing
his 20 weeks of education at
the Jackson Police Training
Academy that he was able to
finally live his dream.
“I’m happy with what I’m
doing. I’m tickled to death
to be able to do what I always wanted to do, and the
sense of pride you get from
helping the public and people in general … It’s very
satisfying,” Dyer said. “It’s

SEE JASON DYER PAGE 3

PHOTO BY: BILLY SCHUERMAN

Officer Jason Dyer writes a report on the ticket he gave. In just his second year
on the force, Dyer was named the Oxford Police Department’s Officer of the
Year.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
I enjoyed the article in the Jan. 24 edition of The DM by Jack Bitterman regarding “Athletic
Director University.”
It is quite remarkable that three previous members of the Ole Miss Athletics Department are
now athletic directors at three major universities. John Hartwell, Danny White and Allen
Greene were recruited by and served under Pete Boone when Mr. Boone was athletics director
at Ole Miss. Their future success is a tribute to the leadership, guidance and mentoring of
Mr. Boone.
This important fact and common thread was omitted by Mr. Bitterman in his article and, in
my opinion, was a significant oversight. Not only should we praise those who pass through
our system and move on to greater accomplishments, but we should also acknowledge our
own alumni who helped make that possible.
Pick Scruggs is a 1966 graduate of the University of Mississippi.
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POP UP

JASON DYER

celebration featured several
new events, including the
sold out Southern Foodways
Alliance Guide to Cocktails
Book Party at Big Bad
Breakfast.
“This event featured author
Sara Camp Milam, Snacker
cocktails and demonstrations
on how to make your own
cocktails,” Kaiser said.
Rachel Long, a freshman
IMC major, said she appreciates events like Pop Up Oxford for shining a light on the
unique and diverse city.
“I think that these events
contribute to the stamina of
the community and allow all
the members to feel important or at least heard,” Long
said. “Many places in Mississippi don’t get recognized for
the good, so I think it’s really
awesome that Oxford is recognized for its history, character and appeal to artists of
all genres.”
Although 2018 was only
the second year Pop Up
Oxford has occurred, the
planners hope it becomes an
annual event.

easy to go home at night and
lay your head down on your
pillow and know you have
done the best you could that
day.”
The Officer of the Year
Award is chosen “in house,”
which means all the officers
at the police department
vote to decide on the best
officer that year.
“I was overwhelmed with
the sense of pride that you
get from winning something, especially from your
coworkers,” Dyer said.
Lt. David Sabin nominated Dyer as Officer of the
Year ahead of this year’s
vote. Before Dyer was on
the K-9 unit, he worked on
Sabin’s shift.
“He was always the guy
to go the extra mile,” Sabin
said. “He’s definitely a community-oriented officer. No
matter the circumstance, he
keeps a positive attitude.”
Lt. Steve Lewis is Dyer’s
patrol captain. He said Dyer
has done a great job with
the K-9 unit.
“He’s a go-getter and a

continued from page 1

hard worker, and he never complains,” Lewis said.
“He’s a great asset to our
department.”
Lewis said Dyer has a
strong work ethic, and
praised him for his professionalism.
“He respects everybody,”
he said. “It doesn’t matter

continued from page 1

what he’s doing or what
the other person is doing.
He just respects them. He
treats people how they want
to be treated, and I think
that’s what everyone needs
to do.”
Dyer said at the end of the
day, it’s about the department as a whole.

PHOTO BY: BILLY SCHUERMAN

Officer Jason Dyer puts a body camera on his chest before patrolling the area. Lucy, a dog in the K-9 unit, often rides with
Dyer in his vehicle.
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Funkys’ turns Tide Pod meme into bar favorite
ny and witty. He said it was
a marketing tactic and is a
great-tasting, strong drink.
“It was never taken to be
anything negative or wrong
to anybody. It was a drink
that people got to have fun
with this weekend,” he said.
“It was a fun drink that will
probably die off in a couple of
weeks. It’s made some fun of
a stupid situation going on in
the country. This is something
you can actually drink – it’s
not something poisonous.”
Harris said the drink isn’t
going anywhere and he plans
to keep it on the menu until
people stop asking for it.
“As long as it’s selling, it’ll
be there,” Harris said. “As
always, just please drink
responsibly, but be sure to
come in and enjoy them.”
As a self-proclaimed foodie, I love buying into the
trends. I went to the bar
Thursday night when they

LANA FERGUSON

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

From
the
cinnamon
challenge to the gallon
challenge, dangerous internet
dares have been going viral for
years. The latest one making
headlines is the Tide Pod
challenge, spawned from a
meme popularized on Twitter
jokingly telling people to eat
the laundry detergent capsule.
And now, one local bar is
making it a little more safe for
those 21 and up to participate.
Funkys Pizza & Daiquiri
Bar on the Square created a
new signature drink: the Tide
Pod.
The drink is alternating
layers of 190 octane and eye
candy, their orange and blue
flavors, respectively. The finishing touch is a shot of Bacardi 151 Rum on top, which
might actually taste as lethal
as a Tide Pod itself.
Funkys owner Lee Harris
said the Tide Pod has been its
best-selling daiquiri since the
bar launched it Thursday.
“I was reading somewhere
about a Tide Pod challenge
where all these kids were trying to eat the real ones, which
is an awful thing to do,” Harris said. “Then, I saw a bakery, or maybe a pizza place,
somewhere up North made

first became available, and
it was amazing to see one in
about every other person’s
hand.
I, myself, was too prideful to utter the words, “May
I have a Tide Pod, please?,”
so I made a friend do it for
me. Once I sipped the drink,
though, I had no regrets.
I was skeptical at first just
because of the name alone,
but if you’re a fan of Funkys
daiquiris, there’s no reason
you wouldn’t be a fan of this
one. If 190 octane or eye
candy is your go-to Funkys
drink, why not amp it up with
another flavor?
The only downfalls are
the amount of sugar and the
brain freeze, but I think the
pros outweigh the cons on
this one.
In the end, 10 out of 10
would recommend the Tide
Pod daiquiri over a Tide Pod
capsule any day.

PHOTO BY: EMILY HOFFMAN

The Tide Pod daiquiri at Funkys is layered with 190 octane and eye candy flavors
to resemble the colors of the laundry capsule. It was the best selling drink at the
bar this weekend.
some Tide Pod pizzas with
the colors. I said, ‘I can do a
daiquiri like that.’”
And he did. Funkys’ Twitter account tweeted a photo
debuting the drink, saying,
“Now a Tide-Pod you can actually drink.”

At the time of publication,
the Tweet had more than
1,300 likes and almost 600
retweets.
Harris said that despite a
few negative comments on
social media, people have
been saying the drink is fun-

PROUD PARTNER
with OLE MISS DINING
Sun.-Wed. 10:30am-1:00am, Thurs.-Sat. 10:30am-2:00am
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38542

38568
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'Call Me By Your Name' has beauty in its details
LIAM NIEMAN

OPINION EDITOR

When I first saw the new
film “Call Me by Your Name,”
I couldn’t stop thinking about
it. The lush and summery
setting, the carefree attitudes
of the characters, the
intense, emotional love the
main characters feel for one
another all ran through my
head until I could see it a
second time.
The film was like a vivid dream. I had to watch it
again not to find new meaning or remember the details
but to confirm that the film’s
events had occurred in such a
mystifyingly beautiful way. I
watched in the same way one
recalls a memory and discusses it rapidly with others.
“Call Me by Your Name,”
adapted by writer James Ivory from André Aciman’s 2007
novel of the same name, follows the lives of protagonists
Elio and Oliver across six
weeks of one summer. It is
1983 when Oliver, a 24-yearold American graduate student played by Armie Hammer, arrives in Northern
Italy to stay with the Perlman
family and study classical art
under the father, a professor
of archaeology.
Oliver shares the upstairs
of the Perlman’s home with
the 17-year-old Elio, played
by Timothée Chalamet. The
fact that Oliver takes Elio’s
bedroom, along with the arrogance and hastiness that
Elio perceives in Oliver even
when his parents don’t, creates an initial awkwardness
and disrupts Elio’s plan of
“waiting for summer to end.”
What follows this initial
awkwardness is first a hesitant friendship then a romantic relationship, as Elio
comes to understand his
feelings and admit them to
Oliver. Though Elio and Oliver must grapple with the
realities of their love, the film
never slips into melodrama.
Chalamet, who also appeared in 2017’s critically
acclaimed “Lady Bird,” performs masterfully in “Call
Me by Your Name.” Ivory’s
writing includes little internal monologue or discussion
of Elio’s thoughts, and it is
Chalamet’s acting that puts
us deep into Elio’s mind.
Private moments, such as
Elio reading Oliver’s notes
or sniffing his clothing, give
insight into Elio’s development as Chalamet conveys
uneasiness of a young person
confronting unfamiliar feelings and the nervousness of a
first, true love.
Admittedly, the film moves
slowly, and the characters
rarely tell viewers what to
think. That is until Professor Perlman, played by Michael Stuhlbarg in the best
single-scene performance of
the film, delivers a powerful

ILLUSTRATIONS: EMILY HOFFMAN

alities and bring readers into
the world of 1980s Italy.
With striking shots of leaves
in the wind, water dripping
off bodies and characters
eating messy foods like eggs
and fruit, watching this film
employs all senses. The film
features three songs from indie artist Sufjan Stevens and

monologue to his son.
“To make yourself feel
nothing so as not to feel anything, what a waste … Right
now, there’s sorrow and pain.
Don’t kill it, and with it the
joy you felt,” says the professor with tears in his eyes.
Though the development
of Elio and Oliver’s romance

seems sudden, director Luca
Guadagnino lays out all
the signs for us, and it is on
viewers to pay attention to
the details the film includes.
Guadagnino’s film is also
grounded in the concrete
details – things as small as
clothing, books and decorations – which give insight
into the characters’ person-
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St. Andrews
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Spring Semester 2018

classical piano pieces used to
signal key moments.
“Call Me by Your Name”
is a fascinating, wonderful
movie suffused with details
and focused on the type of
love nearly all people seek.
Catch it in theaters in Oxford
at Malco Commons before
the Oscars in March.

United Methodist
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431 N. 16th St.
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and see us!

outreach.olemiss.edu/istudy
istudy@olemiss.edu | (662) 915-7313

* All UM semester rules apply.
38515

38554

SPORTS

PAGE 6 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 29 JANUARY 2018

As March approaches, Rebels struggling for wins
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LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH
townhouse with W/ D, water, and cable included. No pets. 1 year lease.
Quiet atmosphere. Deposit required.
Call (662) 234-0000

HOUSE FOR RENT
3 BEDROOM 3 BATH ALL APPLIANCES INCLUDED $900.00 DEPOSIT/$900.00/ MO TIMBER LAKES
(662) 473-2885 (662) 473-2114

SUDOKU PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY OLE MISS GOLF COURSE

Buy $50 in gift cards and receive
20% off merchandise coupon!
8

662.234.4816 • www.theolemissgolfcourse.com
Novice Sudoku Puzzles, Volume 1, Book 4

HOW TO PLAY

Complete the grid so
that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains the
numbers 1 through 9 with
no repeats.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

NOVICE

4

1

7 6 5
3 9 4
2 1 8
6 5 2
4 3 9
1 8 7
5 2 3
8 7 6

6
1

2
5
7
9

3
8

4

9 2
5 1
6 7
1 4
7 8
3 6
4 9
2 5
8 3

7 8
6 1
4 9
8 6
3 4
5 2
9
2

1

1
9
7
2

7 6
5 4
3
5
3

8

2
3 8
8
1 2
6
9 5
9
7
7
1
6
9 2
4
6
1
5 3
6

38548

9

7
2 3
6
9 4

Puzzles by KrazyDad

You put the lime in the coconut, and you drink a bowl of it.

4

SUDOKU©

*Expires 02.14.2018*

Sudoku #6
6 5 2 4 1 8 9 3 7
7 9 4 6 3 5 2 1 8
8 3 1 2 7 9 5 4 6
9 1 6 7 2 3 8 5 4
4 8 3 1 5 6 7 9 2
5 2 7 9 8 4 3 6 1
1 7 9 3 6 2 4 8 5
2 4 5 8 9 1 6 7 3
3 6 8 5 4 7 1 2 9

Sudoku #4

1
6 5
3

Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

4

43 Most desperate
44 Dried strip of egg
dough
45 Binge
46-Takes on
47 How sweet ___!
48 ___ best friend
49 Sneaker or loafer
50 Soaks (up)
51 Waist band
52 Lecherous look
53 Biblical twin
54 RR stop

Kennedy has his work cut out
for him.
Conference wins against
Auburn and Tennessee, both
of whom the Rebels face this
week, could give fans in Oxford
a thread of hope. Auburn, who
beat LSU on Saturday 95-70, is
currently ranked fifth in RPI,
while Tennessee follows closely at 13th. Wins over highly
ranked teams would certainly

3

22 Appliance brand
25 Sleep disorder
26 ___ Janeiro
27 Door sign
28 Fresh
29 CPR pros
30 Agitates
31 Golfer Palmer, to his
army
32 Pilsner
34 Arab sailing vessel
35 Black Sea port
37 The ones here
38 Proximity

tional Tournament, ultimately
bowing out to Georgia Tech
in the quarterfinal round. In
fact, since Kennedy was hired
to steer the ship in 2006, the
Rebels have qualified for the
“Big Dance” just twice, dropping out in the second round in
both 2013 and 2015. For comparison, the Rebels ended those
seasons ranked 45th and 58th
in RPI, respectively. Clearly,

1

DOWN
1 ___ ‘acte
(intermission)
2 Branch location
3 Clammy
4 Clerisy
5 Rubs out
6 Roofing items
7 Z ___ zebra
8 Yonder thing
9 Outfielder’s yell
10 Violently intense
11 Min. stat
12 Zaire’s Mobutu ___
Seka
13 ___ kwon do
21 Fame

SOLUTION TO 1.26.2018 PUZZLE

Bruce Stevens shoots from mid-range over an Alabama defender. Ole Miss
defeated the Crimson Tide 78-66 earlier this season.

6

44 Former Egyptian
leader
45 Bra’s sibling
46 ___ d’oeuvre
47 Na’ive or gullible
54 Blank look
55 Swarm
56 Some MIT grads
57 Prongs
58 Autobahn autos
59 Pasture
60 It’s a good thing
61 Curved letters
62 Capote, to friends

driver. Drivers carry less than $20. ©2017 Domino’s
IP Holder LLC. Domino’s®, Domino’s Pizza® and the
modular logo are registered trademarks of Domino’s
IP Holder LLC.
38514

To place your ad in The Daily
Mississippian Classifieds
section, visit: http://www.
thedmonline.com/classifieds.

5
9
7

ACROSS
1 LAX posting
4 Free to attack
9 ___ my case
14 Heston’s org.
15 Notre Dame’s Fighting
____
16 Hood-shaped
anatomical part
17 President pro ___
18 Actress Shire
19 Corpulent
20 Agent
23 “___ Tu”: 1974 hit
24 Central
25 Places of contest
28 Senate position
30 Gal of song
33 Wine grape
34 Ruin
35 Other, in Oaxaca
36 In spite of
39 Steinbeck: East
of ___
40 One of the
Cartwrights
41 So spooky as to be
frightening
42 ___ li ngus (Irish
carrier)
43 Like grass in the
morning

participating locations. *Limit: one order of $10 or
more (excludes gratuities) per calendar day can
earn points. For complete details visit dominos.com/
rewards. Any delivery charge is not a tip paid to

FILE PHOTO: BILLY SCHUERMAN

2

Join Domino’s Piece of the Pie Rewards™
Loyalty Program and Earn a FREE PIZZA For
Each Six $10 or More Qualifying Online Orders.
Domino’s Piece of the Pie Rewards™ is open only
to US residents 13+ with a Pizza Profile™ account
who order online from participating Domino’s®
locations. Point redemption only valid online at

Classified ads must be prepaid.
All major credit cards accepted.
No refunds on classified ads once
published.

Sudoku #8
4 7 5 1 6 3 2 9
6 1 3 2 8 9 7 5
8 2 9 7 4 5 6 1
3 8 2 9 5 6 4 7
7 5 4 3 1 2 9 8
1 9 6 4 7 8 3 2
5 3 8 6 2 7 1 4
2 6 1 5 9 4 8 3
7 8 3 1 5 6

Despite a breakout performance from transfer center
Dominik Olejniczak, the Rebels
dropped their 10th game of the
season to Texas on Saturday
afternoon. The Longhorns, led
by freshman phenom and potential future lottery pick Mohamed Bamba, turned the ball
over just seven times as they
picked up their 14th win of the
season, this time courtesy of an
85-72 scoreline.
After a red-hot start, the
Rebels quickly regressed to the
norm and allowed the Longhorns to control the second half
and build a dominant lead. Deandre Burnett continued to display his scoring prowess, going
6-12 from the field and contributing 21 points, but three turnovers left much to be desired
from the rest of his game. Olejniczak, who has battled with
inconsistency and inefficiency

4
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move the needle, but would
they be enough to secure a tournament berth?
Ole Miss’ 11-10 record is scattered with winnable losses; a
dropped match to South Dakota State and overtime loss to
Illinois State both stand out. As
a perennial “bubble team” on
the edge of selection, these results do not bode well with the
selection committee. And sure,
the Rebels dispatched Florida
and Alabama earlier this year,
but these wins simply will not
be enough. Big wins are seen as
flukes when disappointing losses are the norm. But such seems
to be the story of Ole Miss basketball. Optimism does not survive for long in Oxford.

this year, scored a season-high
16 points on the afternoon as he
battled with Bamba in the post.
But as the final whistle blew,
the Rebels were left standing in
familiar territory: another firsthalf lead, another second-half
comeback and another loss.
With March Madness approaching quickly, Ole Miss
cannot afford to leave any
points on the table. Following
losses to unranked Texas A&M
and Arkansas in the past weeks,
the Rebels find themselves
ranked 84th, according to the
NCAA’s rating percentage index (RPI). The NCAA Men’s
Division I Basketball Committee uses this metric, calculated from a team’s record and
strength of schedule, to help
select the 68 teams that make
the tournament every year. And
that does not bode well for the
Rebels.
After failing to qualify for the
NCAA Tournament last year,
Ole Miss assembled a deep
run in the National Invita-
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An early guess at this year's Rebels in the NFL Draft
BEN MILLER
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As the 2018 NFL draft grows closer and closer, a number of Rebels are hoping to continue their playing careers at the next level. Ole Miss has a rich history of
successful draft talent – Eli Manning and Evan Engram of the New York Giants can attest to that – and this year’s class hopes to build on that legacy. Here are
a few names to keep on your radar before the draft in April.

BREELAND SPEAKS
In November, after the conclusion of the college season,
Breeland Speaks announced he would be foregoing his senior
season to enter the draft early. Many felt Speaks was making the
right decision, for the defensive tackle had an impressive 2017
season and would likely fall on NFL draft boards if he chose to
stay for another year.
At 6-foot-2, 285 pounds, Speaks possesses NFL size and could
be effective on the interior or edge of the defensive line. He
is graded by Draft Analyst as a 3.70 out of 6 and a “Potential
Starter” upon his arrival in the league.’
Prediction: The Pittsburgh Steelers select Breeland Speaks in the
fifth round, 156th overall.

MARQUIS HAYNES
Marquis Haynes is the most talented member of this year’s Ole Miss draft
class. He will certainly be the first Rebel off the board in what seems to be a
weaker draft year than normal for Ole Miss.
Haynes is undersized (6-foot-2, 225 pounds) for an edge rusher in the NFL,
but his pass rush skills and NFL athleticism make him a good fit for the
outside linebacker position. He is almost unanimously considered a thirdround talent and will most likely see snaps in the league during his rookie
season.
Haynes participated in the Senior Bowl, , a game meant to showcase
lesser-known talent to NFL scouts, on Saturday and received positive
reviews. The former Rebel generated a fumble via sack that a teammate
returned for a touchdown.
Prediction: The Washington Redskins select Marquis Haynes in the third
round, 78th overall.

Sudoku #7
2 9 4 5 1 8
1 6 8 4 3 7
5 7 3 9 6 2
4 8 1 2 5 3
3 2 6 1 7 9
9 5 7 6 8 4
6 3 9 8 4 5
7 1 5 3 2 6
9 1
8

4

2

7

Sudoku #5
8 3 2 4
5 4 9 2
7 1 6 8
9 2 8 5
6 5 3 7
4 7 1 6
1 8 5 9
3 9 4 1
2 6 7 3

5
6
3
1
2
9
4
7
8

6

3 5

3 7 6
5 9 2
8 4 1
7 6 9
4 5 8
2 1 3
1 2 7
9 8 4

7 6 1 9
1 7 8 3
9 2 5 4
3 4 7 6
4 1 9 8
8 5 3 2
2 3 6 7
6 8 2 5
4 1
5

9

JORDAN WILKINS

At the beginning of the season, and certainly at the beginning
of his college career, it looked impossible for Jordan Wilkins
to have a realistic shot at cracking an NFL roster. After working
throughout his college career to gain a starting spot, all the
while battling lingering injuries, Wilkins finally assembled an
impressive senior season.
His 2017 performances scored Wilkins an invite to the NFL
Combine. He is currently graded as undrafted by every major
mock draft, but he has the talent and exposure to sign as an
undrafted free agent shortly after the draft. From there, Wilkins
could compete to retain a roster spot beyond the preseason, if
he stays healthy. But that’s a big “if.”
9

1

6 3
7 8
1 4
3 5
2 7
8 6

7 6 1 3 9 8 4
8 5 2 7 6 3 1
1 8 4 9 2 7 5
9 1 6 5 3 4 2
6 2 3 8 7 5 9
2 9 7 4 8 1 6
4 3 5 6 1 9 8
3 4 9 1 5 2 7
5 7 8 2 4 6 3

Prediction: The New York Giants sign Jordan Wilkins and allow
him to compete for a roster spot after going undrafted.

GARY WUNDERLICH
Among NFL kicker prospects, Gary Wunderlich is a top-five
talent. Kickers are at somewhat of a premium in the NFL
currently, and that bodes well for Wunderlich. Though kickers
rarely go early in the draft, they are, of course, still an essential
position.
Since his sophomore season, Wunderlich has missed just four
field goals. His accuracy and consistency are qualities every NFL
team looks for. Though his power may not measure up to other
kickers in the draft, he has not been given the chance to test his
true range in Oxford.
Ole Miss did not attempt a single kick from more than 50 yards
this season, but Wunderlich’s accuracy from mid-range should
make him one of the more highly regarded college kickers in this
draft.
Prediction: The Miami Dolphins select Gary Wunderlich in the
seventh round, 221st overall.
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Rebels dispatched by Bulldogs, pick up 10th loss
EMILY BARNHOUSE
STAFF WRITER

In front of a home crowd that
was seemingly outnumbered
2-to-1 in favor of the maroon
and white, Ole Miss went down
early and never recovered en
route to the 69-49 loss against
No. 2 Mississippi State in their
second meeting this season
Sunday afternoon.
After beginning the game
on a 0-12 run, Ole Miss was
unable to penetrate the Mississippi State defense, locked
down both in the paint and on
the perimeter. Anchoring the
defensive front for the Bulldogs
was Teaira McCowan, who kept
the Rebel guards from driving
while the post play of Shelby
Gibson and Promise Taylor put
up a hard-fought battle.
“We were not real tough to
start the game,” head coach
Matt Insell said. “They got
after us, they got up the
line, they were real physical
and we backed down to start
the game.”
With just over five minutes
remaining in the quarter, junior guard Barbara Johnson
was fouled and converted both
free throws to put Ole Miss on
the board.
Soon after, McCowan, Mississippi State’s leading scorer,

PHOTO BY: BILLY SCHUERMAN

Guard Madinah Muhammad drives toward the paint against Mississippi State.
The Rebels lost to the Bulldogs 69-49.
who put up 25 points in the
previous meeting between the
two teams, received her second

foul of the quarter. After being
subbed out, the 6-foot-7 center
did not see the court for the re-

mainder of the first half, but it
would not make a difference.
Led by Bulldogs Victoria
Vivians and Morgan Williams’
combined 12 points, the first
quarter came to a close with the
visitors ahead 19-4.
“We put ourselves in a hole,”
Insell said. “19-4 to start the
game, you just can’t do that.”
The second quarter began
similarly for both teams, and
the Rebels struggled to maintain a strong defensive presence, allowing the Mississippi
State guards to run rampant.
Ole Miss began to find a
rhythm when Alissa Alston
scored a lay up with less than
five minutes left in the half.
The mojo started to flow, albeit briefly, as Alston put three
more points on the board before her Rebel counterparts
found their way to the charity
stripe, although they were unable to convert on each of their
opportunities. The half finished
with the score 18-39 in favor of
the Bulldogs.
One of the glaring issues in
the first half was Ole Miss’ ongoing struggle with fouls. The
Rebels put up 11 team fouls in
the first half, gifting 14 points
to Mississippi State. Alston led
the sheet with three personal
fouls, and Taylor followed with
two of her own.
At the start of the third quar-

ter, McCowan returned to the
court for Mississippi State and
contributed immediately with
two points in less than two
minutes, but she was taken
out because of another personal foul. She returned for the
last minute and a half, but the
Bulldogs’ star did not affect her
team’s play or what continued
to be an insurmountable lead
over the Rebels.
“Taylor guarded (McCowan)
for 17 minutes and blocked and
altered a lot of shots and made
Teaira go 3 for 9,” Insell said.
“I don’t know if you can find a
game where she has had that
poor of a shooting game because she is so much bigger and
stronger than most players in
the country.”
Although the Rebels remained down at the end of the
third quarter, Madinah Muhammad was a bright spot,
scoring eight points on three
consecutive possessions. Despite her offensive groove, Ole
Miss never found its way back
into the game.
In the fourth quarter, the
Rebels continued to fight, but
the deficit was too large to overcome, and the Bulldogs ultimately triumphed 69-49.
“We will be back. We will
be alright. Our bunch will be
ready to play come Thursday,”
Insell said.
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